The Arizona group of paracolon bacteria was first investigated by Peluffo et al. (1942) . Studies on this group of organisms finally culminated in the report by Edwaards et al. (1947) that established an antigenic scheme of classification independent of the Salmonella scheme. The BethesdaBallerup group of paracolons was definitively studied by West and Edwards (1954) , although the original Ballerup strain was described by Kauffmann and Moeller (1940) , while the Bethesda strains were first reported by Edwards et al. (1948) . Kauffmann (1954) has combined the Bethesda-Ballerup group with Escherichia freundii as the only difference between them was rapid fermentation of lactose by E. freundii, while in the Bethesda group lactose fermentation may be delayed 3 to 10 days and occasionally may not occur. dipotassium phosphate, 2 g; glucose, 1 g; and distilled water, 1000 ml, was found to be satisfactory for demonstration of lysine decarboxylase activity. Five ml of the medium is dispensed into screw-cap tubes (15 x 125 mm) and sterilized in the autoclave. The medium is inoculated with the organism under study and incubated at 37 C for 18 to 24 hours. After incubation 1 ml of 4 N NaOH is added and mixed. Two ml of chloroform is added and the tube shaken vigorously. The cadaverine is found in the chloroform phase after extraction. The tube is centrifuged to break the emulsion and separate sufficient clear chloroform extract for testing below the heavy layer of denatured protein present at the chloroform-medium interphase. One-half ml of the clear chloroform extract is removed with a pipette and placed in a 13 x 100 mm tube. To this is added 0. 
DISCUSSION
The ability of the gram negative rods to decarboxylate amino acids has long been recognized. Gale (1951) 
